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Session 2 Notes: 

Our Common Salvation 

CREATION 
1. God created us to be in relationship with him. 

Jeremiah 31:3 

The LORD appeared to him from afar, saying, “I have loved you with an everlasting 

love;  
Therefore, I have drawn you with loving-kindness. 

Genesis 3:8 

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 

and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among 

the trees of the garden. 

2. God created us for a purpose: his glory 

Colossians 1:16b 

…all things have been created through Him and for Him. 

Isaiah 43:7 

Everyone who is called by My name, and whom I have created for My glory,  
whom I have formed, even whom I have made. 

I Corinthians 10:31 

Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 

FALL 

1. God gave us a _____. 
Genesis 2:16, 17 
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The LORD God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may 

eat freely; but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for 

in the day that you eat from it you will surely die. 

2. All have sinned. 

Romans 3:23 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

Isaiah 53:6 

All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way;  
But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him. 

3. Sin breaks relationship with God. 

Isaiah 59:2 

But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, 
And your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear. 

4. God is life.  Separation from God is _______. 

Romans 5:12 

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through 

sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned— 

5. Sin breaks our relationship with others. 

Genesis 3:12 

The man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me from the 

tree, and I ate.” 

6. _____ caused the curse, even on the world we live in. 

Genesis 3:17-19 

Then to Adam He said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and 

have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat 

from it. Cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you will eat of it all the days of your 
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life. Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; and you will eat the plants of the field;  
By the sweat of your face you will eat bread, Till you return to the ground, Because from it 

you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

Romans 8:22 

For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth 

together until now. 

7. Separation from God has led to a world filled with _____ and 

_________. 

Romans 1:29-30 

…being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, 

strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, 

boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 

REDEMPTION 
1. God had to make a _________. 

Romans 5:6-8 (NIV) 

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 

ungodly.  Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man 

someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in 

this:  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

2. God showed His ____________ and _______in ______ person. 

 Romans 3:26 (NIV) 

He did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one 

who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

 Isaiah 53:10-11  

 But the LORD was pleased to crush him, putting Him to grief; If He would render 

Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And 

the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand. As a result of the anguish of 
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his soul, He will see me and be satisfied; By His knowledge the righteous One, My 

Servant, will justify the many, As He will bear the iniquities. 

3. The Solution is a person:  __________ 

John 14:6 (NIV) 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me.” 

Romans 6:23 (NIV) 

 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

LORD. 

REDEMPTION 
1. We are saved by _____________,  through faith in Jesus 

Ephesians 2:8-10 (NIV) 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works so that no one can boast. For we are 

God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 

advance for us to do. 

2. Grace is free:  We are declared innocent – Justified 

Romans 3:19-24 (NIV) 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so 

that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather 

through the law,  we become conscious of sin.  But now a righteousness from God, 

apart from law, has been made known to which the law and the Prophets testify.  

This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. 

There is no difference.  For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God and are 

justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
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OUR RESPONSE 
Acts 2:37-38(NIV) 

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the 

other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  Peter replied, “Repent and be 

baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 

sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 37:   They  ______________ the message and were pierced to 

the heart. 

Verse 38: They were told to  ___________ which is a natural result of 

faith. 

Verse 38: They  ___________  Jesus as their Lord. 

Verse 38: They were commanded to be  ______________.   

(Scripture references: Matthew 28:18-20m, Acts 16:29-34; Acts 18:24-26 Acts 

19:1-5; Acts 22:16) 

The Greek word for baptism is baptize: the definition is, to be 

_________________, to be buried in, to be sunken as a ship, to dip, to 

be put under. 

WHY BAPTISM? 
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1. To follow the  ______________  set by Christ. 

2. Because Christ and the Apostles  ____________________ it. 

Matthew 28:18-20 

And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in 

heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  teaching them to 

observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 

the age.” 

Acts 2:38 

Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

3. Because it is a demonstration that you are a  

__________________. 

4. Because  _______________  Christ’s command shows you know 

Him and that you love Him. 

1 John 2:3 

By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 

John 14:15 

If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.  
Acts 8:35-39 

Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus 

to him.  As they went along the road they came to some water; and the eunuch said, 

“Look! Water! What prevents me from being baptized?” ]And Philip said, “If you 

believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that 
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Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”]  And he ordered the chariot to stop; and they both 

went down into the water, Philip as well as the eunuch, and he baptized him.  When 

they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; and the 

eunuch no longer saw him, but went on his way rejoicing. 

5. Because baptism has a great deal of__________ significance. 

A. It is a picture of Christ’s death and resurrection. 

Romans 6:4 
 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as 

Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might 

walk in newness of life. 

Colossians 2:12 

…having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him 

through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 

B. It is a picture of a new birth; a starting point. 

John 3:3-5 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 

cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born 

when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born, 

can he?”  Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 

the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 

WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED? 
Those who  _____________ and have  _______________. 
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Session 3 Notes: 

Our Beliefs 

What we believe (Essentials): 

God 

We believe that God is the Creator of the universe. He is the Creator of 

mankind, our Heavenly Father. He is the Holy Judge of all that man is and 

does. He loves His creation with a jealous love, and laments the fact that 

our choice of sin has disrupted our fellowship with Him. 

Jesus Christ 

We believe that Jesus is the Christ, the only Son of the living God; that 

He is God in the flesh.  We believe that Jesus lived a sinless life, that he 

died on the cross to pay the price for our sin and that he rose from the 

dead, ascended to heaven, and will one day return to earth and reign 

forever as King of Kings  and Lord of Lords.  

The Holy Spirit 

We believe in the Holy Spirit. He is God as Spirit, who now resides in the 

lives of those who, by voluntary submission, have called Jesus Lord. We 

UPDATED: May 2016



believe the Holy Spirit resides within the Church, empowering her to be a 

witness of God’s love and forgiveness found in His Son. 

Trinity 

We believe in one God who exists in three persons; the Father, Jesus 

Christ, and the Holy Spirit. 

The Church 

We believe that the Church is the Body of Christ, on earth, consisting of 

all Christians everywhere. The Church is empowered by the Holy Spirit 

and exists to evangelize the lost and edify the saved. 

The Bible 

We believe that the Bible is infallibly the Word of God, divinely inspired, 

and faithfully transmitted from generation to generation by the people of 

God and the Holy Spirit. We believe that the Bible is authoritative today 

in all things spiritual.  

We believe that there is a distinction between the Old and New 

Testament. The Old Testament was given for the building of a people, 

then a nation, and finally for all mankind. When God sent His only Son to 

this world, He fulfilled all the requirements of the Old Testament Law 

that demanded an offering of shed blood to forgive sins. When Jesus died 

on the cross, He satisfied the Law’s demand for justice, concerning sin. 

Since the time of Jesus, we have been called to live by faith under a new 

covenant, the New Testament. We no longer practice the old covenant 

religion of obedience to laws as a means of acceptance by God. We, 
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therefore, call ourselves the New Testament Church, because we hold the 

New Covenant as our roll for faith and practice.  

Salvation 

We believe that all have sinned and as a result are separated from God. 

Forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life are available only to 

those who trust Christ as their Savior and Lord. To those who choose to 

reject Jesus Christ as Lord, there is eternal separation and condemnation 

because of their sins and God’s justice We believe the Bible teaches that 

salvation and forgiveness of sins is achieved only by grace through the 

blood of Jesus Christ, and that everyone receives God’s grace by putting 

their faith in Christ, repenting of sin, confessing Christ as Lord, and being 

immersed in baptism into Christ, but that none of these is sufficient in 

and of itself for the assurance of salvation. 

What We Practice: 
Beliefs are not worth much unless they are translated into actions.  

1. ________ as our sole authority. 

2. The __________ of each local church. 

3. Priesthood (ministry) of all _________. 

4. Tithing  
-  Leviticus 27:30 (NLT)  

A tenth of the produce of the land, whether grain or fruit, belongs to the 
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Lord and   must be set apart to Him as holy.  

- Matthew 23:23   
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and 

cumin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the Law; justice and 

mercy and faithfulness; but these are things you should have done without 

neglecting the others. 

5. Baptism by _____________. 

6. Spirit-led _______. 

7. Telling others about ________. 

8. Communion. 
Acts 20:7a 
On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, 

9. __________   ________. 

The Non-Negotiable:  
• We do not believe this subject constitutes a salvation issue. 
• You can believe some of the gifts are for today and be wrong 

and still be a Christian. 
• You can believe all of the gifts are for today and be wrong and 

still be a Christian. 
• You can believe none of the gifts are for today and be wrong 

and still be a Christian. 

• The Spirit of God does not work contrary to the word of God. 
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Session 4 Notes: 

Our Structure  

MCC is a “non denominational,” autonomous, Christ-centered church that 

has its roots in the Restoration Movement, also referred to as the Stone-

Campbell Movement. 

The ultimate leader of our church is ______   ________. 

Passages about the Elder 

• 1 Timothy 3:1-3  (NIV)  

Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he desires 

a noble task. Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, 

temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to 

drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must 

manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. 

(If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of 

God's church?) He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall 

under the same judgment as the devil. He must also have a good reputation with 

outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil's trap. 

• Titus 1:5-9 (NIV) 

The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left  

unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. An elder must be 

blameless, the husband of but one wife, a man whose children believe and are not 
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open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. Since an overseer is entrusted with 

God's work, he must be blameless-- not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given 

to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. Rather he must be 

hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy, and 

disciplined. He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so 

that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. 

• 1 Peter 5:1-3 (NIV) 

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s sufferings 

and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God's flock 

that is  under your care, serving as overseers-- not because you must, but because 

you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 

not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 

Biblical Qualifications of Eldership 

A man’s life must reflect the principles outlined in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 

1:5-9. 

• Personal Qualifications – Demanding high moral character. 

1. ____________________________ (1 Timothy 3:2, Titus 1:6).  

This means that an Elder must be a one-woman man; a loyal 

husband living in a pure marriage relationship without adulterous 

relationships or attitudes. This has nothing to do with divorce nor 

does it prohibit a single man from serving as an Elder. 

2. _____________ (1 Timothy 3:2, Titus 1:8).  This means that an 

Elder must not be  given to excess in any area of his life. He 

must be controlled by the Holy Spirit, not by his own desires. Not in 
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bondage to himself or to the flesh. 

3. ______________(1 Timothy 3:2, Titus 1:8).  This means that an 

Elder must be sensible  and wise. He must be balanced in his 

judgment, not given to quick superficial decisions based on 

immature thinking. 

4.  ______________ (1 Timothy 3:2).  This means that an Elder 

must have a well-ordered life. He must demonstrate good Christian 

behavior that adorns the person of Christ. 

5. _______________ (Titus 1:7).  This means that an Elder is not 

to be stubborn. He must not always try to have his own way. He is 

not insensitive, forcing his opinions on others. He is more interested 

in service than in self. 

6.   ________________ (Titus 1:8). This means that an Elder must be 

the master of himself. 

7. _______ (Titus 1:8).  This means that an Elder must be fair 

and impartial. He must make objective judgments based upon 

sound principles, the principles of God’s Word.  

8. _______ (Titus 1:8).  This means that an Elder is to live a holy 

and separated life. He is to be separated from sin and separated 

unto God. 

9. ________________________ (1 Timothy 3:3, Titus 1:7, 1 Peter 
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5:2).  This means that an Elder is not to be greedy for money or 

material things. Neither is he to be stingy with the material blessing 

with which God has blessed him. 

• Interpersonal qualifications:  Personal characteristics involved in 

personal relationships.  

1. __________________________ (1 Timothy 3:3, Titus 1:7).  

This means that an Elder must not be a drunkard. Literally 

translated, and Elder must “not linger long by the wine”. This 

passage prohibits drunkenness among God’s leaders. 

2. _____________________ (1 Timothy 3:3, Titus 1:7). This 

means that an Elder must not be given to physical violence or 

striking. He must not be quick-tempered. 

3. ___________________________________ (1 Timothy 3:3, 

Titus 1:7).   This means that an Elder must not be quarrelsome or 

given to selfish argumentation. 

4.  _____________ (1 Timothy 3:2, Titus 1:8).  This means that an 

Elder’s concern for his brethren is expressed in the use of his home. 

An Elder must be willing to share his blessings with others and have 

an open house. His home-life and personal life must be 

characterized by hospitality. 

5. _______________________ (Titus 1:8).  This means that an 
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Elder must desire the will of God in everything, for God’s will is 

good. An Elder will not desire things that are evil or sinful. 

6. _________________________________ (1 Timothy 3:7).  

This means that an Elder’s character and integrity must be 

respected by the unbelieving world. Hypocrisy in the world on the 

part of church leaders must not exist. 

• Spiritual Qualifications:  With respect to faith. 

1. ________________ (1 Timothy 3:6).  This means that an Elder 

must not be a babe in Christ, not a recent convert. He must be a 

mature believer, being a Christian long enough to demonstrate the 

reality of his faith and the depth of his walk with the Lord. 

2.   ________________ (1 Timothy 3:2, Titus 1:9).  This means that 

an Elder must have a knowledge of sound doctrine and the ability to 

use it. It also includes qualities which make him teachable. This 

means that he is “teachable” when receiving instruction and 

sensitive to people giving it. 

3. _________________________________ (Titus 1:9).  This 

means that an Elder must be stable in his faith; a man who obeys 

the Word of God in all aspects. Not hypocritical, teaching one thing 

and living another. 

• The Elder’s Commitments 
1. Commitment to ____. 
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The goal of each Elder will be to commit himself to cooperation with the 

Spirit of God within to “press on daily” to spiritual maturity. An Elder, as a 

pastor of the flock of God, shall put his own relationship to God as a top 

priority in his life. 

2. Commitment to ________. 

An Elder’s first ministry for the Lord is to his family. (Wife, children, 

parents.) 

o One who manages his own household well, keeping his children 

under control with all dignity, (but if a man does not know how 

to manage his own household, how will he take care of the 

church of God?). (1 Timothy 3:4-5) 

3. Commitment to _____  _______. 
o To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of 

Christ's sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be 

revealed: Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, 

serving as overseers-- not because you must, but because you are 

willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager 

to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being 

examples to the flock.   

  1 Peter 5:1-3 (NIV) 

o Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to 

pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 

And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; 

the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 

o James 5:14-15 (NIV)  
He must shepherd the flock of God (1 Peter 5, Acts 20:28, 1 

Timothy 3:5). 
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- He is not to lord it over those allotted to his charge, but he is to 

be an example to the flock. (1 Peter 5:3). 

- He is to manage the Church of God. (1 Timothy 3:5). 

- He is to pray for the physical and spiritual well being of the flock. 

(James 5:14-15). 

Responsibilities of the Elders 

o _______:  The first area of duty is the most basic and all-

encompassing duty for the “Spiritual Leadership” of the 

Church. 

o ____________:  (Acts 20:28; Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3:1, 2; Titus 

1:7) This primary responsibility comes from the meaning 

of the word “episkopos”  which is one of the three (or 

possibly four) terms for an Elder used in the New 

Testament. 

o ______________:  This pastoral responsibility is a 

fundamental charge for an Elder. The Bible word is “poimen.” 

(1 Peter 5:2; Acts 20:28).  The shepherd/pastor image conveys 

the idea of nurturing and protecting the believers. 

o ____________:   The Bible word here is “presbuteros.”  This 

responsibility pictures an Elder as a successful father taking care of 

the Church in a general sense. (1 Timothy 3:4, 5; 5:17; 1 Thessalonians 

5:12).   

o ______________ Spiritual Gifts within the church body. 
 
(Hebrews 13:17) 
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Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those 

who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would 

be unprofitable for you. 
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Session 5 Notes: 

Our purpose and philosophy 

Bench Warmers: 

We believe that as a church there are no bench warmers. 

OUR PROCESS 
Our call is to __________________________. 

What does that look like? 

Matthew 28:18-20 

And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, All authority has been given to Me in 

heaven and on earth.  Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 

the age. 

To easily remember our call, we speak of the 3 “C’s”. . . 

1. _____________ 

“Go” - This modifier is about building intentional relationships. 

Go build intentional relationships with your: 

2. ________ 

“Baptize” – This is the culmination of having heard and believed the 

Gospel. 
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3. _______________. 
“teaching them to obey” – The final modifier exposes the process by 

which a believer becomes like Christ. 

What is a disciple? 

Matthew 4:19 

And He said to them, Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men. 

A disciple of Jesus is: 
• One who is following Christ – has made Jesus Lord of their life.  

(Luke 9:23; John 8:31) 

• One who is being changed by Christ – is becoming like Christ in 

attitude and action. (John 15:8; Romans 8:29; Galatians 5:22; John 

13:35) 
• One who is committed to the mission of Christ. (Christ’s 

mission is to save a lost world – the ministry of reconciliation.) 

(John 15:8; Matthew 4:19; II Corinthians 5:19-20) 
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WHAT IS EXPECTED OF ME AS A MEMBER?  

1. I will protect the _________ of my church. 
• By acting in________ toward other members. 

• By refusing to ____________. 

• By following the __________ as they follow Christ. 

• By _____________________.  

2. I will share the ________________ of my church  
• By __________ for its ____________. 

• By __________ the ______________ to attend my small group. 

• By ________________________ those who are alone and/or 

visiting. 

  3. I will serve the _____________ of my church. 

• By ________________ my gifts and talents and using them. 

• By ________________ in a small group. 

• By developing a _____________________________. 

4. I will support the ________ of my church. 

• By attending ______________. 

• By living a ________________. 

• By __________ regularly, I commit to tithe. 
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